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National SoE Reports give information about environmental and social conditions, trends and
pressures for the country, and the surrounding seas. The SoE reporting process forms the basis for
effective environmental and sustainable development planning by examining the current condition of
environmental indicators influenced by national, regional, and global pressures.

The report uses state and trend indicators to evaluate how these “state” conditions impact not only the
environment, but also the economy and the livelihoods of a country’s citizens. The term “environment”
is used holistically to include biophysical, social, and economic indicators.

An SoE Report should be completed every five years.

The process compiles data on a countries current environmental issues, and, if possible, outlines
potential solutions for addressing these concerns. The SoE Report process streamlines national and
international monitoring and reporting requirements to ministries, donors, and the Secretariats of MEAs.

National Environment Sector Planning: Integrate into National Environmental Management
Strategies (NEMS) and National Sustainable Development Plans (NSDPs). The SoE Report identifies
gaps and priorities that are included in NEMS and NSDPs.

Multilateral Environmental Agreement reporting: Pacific island countries can use SoE Reports and
their indicators for MEAs and international reporting obligations.

Project Identification: An SoE Report identifies gaps in datasets, monitoring, and implementation,
and is therefore well suited to serve as a foundation forproject development.

Cross-sector collaboration: SoE Reports identify opportunities for interagency collaboration.

Sustainable Development Goals reporting: SoE Report indicators can be tailored to meet SDG
reporting requirements and then used in national submissions.
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The Ministry of Environment writes a request letter to SPREP that
indicates national support and commitment to the SoE Report. Then

a team leader, who is part of an environmental authority (Division of
Environment, Department of the Environment, Ministry of Environment,
etc.) and will chair the SoE Report process, is identified. The chair drafts
the report themselves or hires a consultant to complete the report.

Engage stakeholders, who can include representatives from government
and civil society sectors such as the environment, agriculture, and
fisheries. Engagement is critical for capacity building because many
sectors contribute to environmental conditions. Data from these other
sectors are central to a comprehensive SoE Report.

Collect data from published reports, as well as Ministry databases and
unpublished datasets. Data need to be cleaned, processed, and analysed
for trends — which form the basis for indicators — then the chair/expert
populates the report template with data. Stakeholders then come together
to provide input on why these trends are occurring.
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% Sector leads have the opportunity to co-draft the report, but

the chair/expert is responsible for ensuring a draft is completed.
This draft is circulated to national stakeholders and partners to verify
and correct. The chair/expert then writes the SoE Report foreword,
acknowledgments, and executive summary and does a professional
edit before reviewing the final SOE Report, which the Minister
approves.

Q LAYOUT AND APPROVAL

The approved document is sent to a designer for layout. It's
important to have the document final and approved by stakeholders
before layout happens, as revisions are costly and time consuming if
completed after this process. Following obtaining national approval,
the final document is prepared.

Q PUBLISH AND DISTRIBUTE

Once approval is received, the final SOoE Report is published and
distributed to stakeholders, development partners and the general
public. This may include distributing hard or soft copies, and
holding a national launch to raise awareness.
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