
Maximizing Benefits from Our Ocean 
The goods and services provided by Kiribati’s marine ecosystems are diverse 
and their value is equivalent to twice the country’s GDP.  
 

These resources have often overlapping uses, generating different 
values. Sometimes this leads to conflict between the users.  
 

Tarawa serves as a good 
example of perceived 
values: 
 

Examples of different 
uses in Tarawa: 

Kiribati is committed to increase the benefit from its 
marine resources through Marine Spatial Planning (MSP). 
 

To minimize conflicts and to maximize the public benefits from marine 
resources, the uses need to be acknowledged and planned involving all 
stakeholders. 

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP)  
• is an inter-sectoral, public and 

participatory planning tool and process, 
• that seeks to balance ecological, economic, 

and social objectives  
• and aims for sustainable marine resource 

use and prosperous blue economies. 

Examples of  
conflicts: 
 

Ship repair yard 
vs gleaning 
Outfall vs  
fishing 
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